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fulfilled the topes of Its chief sponsor. He had
won over to Ms side all the chief forces In the
West. The expedition that was about to start
would have probably forestalled and averted
that ill-starred enterprise of the Bardanelles-
Gallipoli attack which opened on February
25th,
But just on the eve of fruition other forces
intervened. While Mr. Lloyd George had been
working In the West of Europe, the Central
Powers had been busy in the Near East. On
January 26th had come the conditional Greek
offer to intervene in the war. On February 6th
came their definite refusal.
The crash came suddenly. Russia had just
promised 10,000 men towards the new Balkan
enterprise. Then, at that moment of apparent
success, M. Venizelos suddenly informed the
British Minister at Athens that Greece had
decided not to join the Allies in the war.
The refusal was abruptly worded, and the
grounds given were very definite. They were
that Greece found herself unable to obtain the
conditions laid down in the reply of January
26th. One of those conditions was that Bulgaria
should either join Greece in declaring war, or
should promise neutrality. She had refused to
do either. Another condition had been that
Rumania should join. But Rumania, still
hesitating between the two belligerent groups,
would give no decided answer. It was at that
moment the fear of Greece that, if she sent an
army northwards to the help of Serbia, then
Bulgaria would move to the south, seize Kavalla,